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Applicant(s) 
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Examiner 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
♦ Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 


is/are allowed. 


1)£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 June 2001 . 

2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s)_is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

« 

5) C3 Claim(s)_is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s)_is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s)_are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on_is/are: a)D accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on_is: a)D approved b)0 disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)OAII b)0 Some * c)0 None of: 

1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No._. 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) O The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) ED Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) _ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s)._. 

2) _ Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ED Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s)_. 6) ED Other: 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 9 
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Application/Control Number: 09/601,913 
Art Unit: 3713 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
This office is in response to the amendment filed on June 8, 2001 in which applicant submits 
correction to the specification, drawings, and amends claims 2,4, and 11. Claims 1-16 are 
pending in this application. 

Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, in claim 2, the “space vehicles having 
various technical characteristics”, in claim 4, the “technogenic object relating to space waste 
being captured on reaching position”, in claim 5, the “space vehicle which has gone the longest 
distance to the game event assessment device”, in claim 6, the “space vehicle which has gone the 
shortest distance to the game event assessment means”, in claim 9, the “External surface of a 
space vehicle”, in claim 9, the “surface being divided into game fields, the game elements being 
movable objects which are randomly moving in cosmic space and a movable object hits a game 
field”, and in claim 12, the “game event occurrence registration facility being adapted to detect a 
game event occurrence in cosmic space outside the Earth and display the game event occurrence 
on the Earth” that must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

2. Applicant is required to submit a proposed drawing correction in reply to this Office 
action. However, formal correction of the noted defect can be deferred until the application is 


allowed by the examiner. 
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The examiner acknowledges the submitted drawing correction filed June 8, 2001 but does 
not overcome the drawing objections as stated above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. In claims 1,12 and 13, the specification does not show how one of ordinary skill in 
the art could “register a game event occurrence using a facility by a spatial position” and “the 
game assessment means are disposed in cosmic space out side the Earth”. It is unclear how the 
applicant accomplishes these processes. How do you register an event using a facility by a spatial 
position? How is the interest of the game captured? What is the benefit? How does the 
assessment means get disposed in space? What is the process? 

In claim 16 the specification does not show how one of ordinary skill in the art could 
have “movable objects randomly moving in cosmic space”, a “registration facility being 
mounted on an external surface of the space vehicle and adapted to detect a game event”. It is 
unclear how applicant accomplishes this process and method. Applicant is reminded that natural 
occurrences like gravity cannot be claimed. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/601,913 
* Art Unit: 3713 

The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or 
with which it is most nearly connected, to make the invention appropriate with these claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claims 1,3 and 5-6, these claims further define “the game event assessment means”. 
The independent claims from which these claims depend from refer to the game elements to at 

least one game event assessment means located in the same space. It is unclear as to who or 

* 

what is the “game event assessment means”. What is the game event assessment means? What is 
its function(s)? What is the function and process? What is being assessed? 

In claims 2-10 and 12-16, these claims further define a “space vehicles” and a 
“technogenic object”. What are the various technical characteristics? How are they used? How 

9 

many space vehicles? What is the relationship to the game event assessment means? What is 
technogenic? What is a technogenic object? Also, these claims further define the “longest 
distance to the game event assessment device” Where is the start and end point? What is the 
game assessment device? What is the purpose? 

In the specification the panel being specially oriented in space and having the same 
characteristics of the probability of being hit by space particles, including equal areas, the 
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absence or equal degree of shadowing by structure components, thickness, sensitivity of sensors, 
response time and the recovery by spare panels. It is unclear as to how the applicant 
accomplishes this process. How is this accomplished? What is the process? Further, the acoustic 
sensors are located over a perimeter of every panel and the kinetic energy of particles can be 
determined by the acoustic pulse energy. It is unclear as to how applicant accomplishes this 
process. How is this accomplished? What is the process? Where is the technical data? Examiner 
notes that these are only a few examples cited. 


Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed June 8, 2001 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant fails to overcome the rejection of 35 U.S.C 112 first paragraph and 35 
U.S.C 112 second paragraph as stated above. 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 

MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 

* 

the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alex P. Rada whose telephone number is 703-308-7135. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on 703-308-1118. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3579 for 
regular communications and 703-305-3579 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1118. 


Alex P. Rada 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3713 


apr 

September 10, 2001 
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VALENCIA MARTIN-WALLACE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY (INTER 3700 




Attachment for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

6 / 18/01 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
“Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes," on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 


1. Correction of Informalities -- 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings must be tiled with the changes incorporated therein 
Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, 
inventor’s name, and application number, or docket number (if anv) if an 
application number has not been assigned to the application If this information is 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and centered within the top 
margin. If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowabilitv (PTOL- 
37), the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR I 136(a) or (b) for filinu 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowabilitv The 
drawings should be tiled as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to 
the Official Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted bv Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 


All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted bv the Draftsperson. 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferable red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the application will be 
allowed No changes will be permitted to be made, other than correction of 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 


Applicant is required to submit the drawing corrections w itlim the 
time period set in the attached Olliee communication See 5~ O R 
I 85(a). 


failure to take corrective action within the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the applie ation 
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